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down fire from heaven and destroy his sheep ; and
if they would not carry off the camels and the
oxen, he would do the like by those also.

This, and the bait of plunder, was enough to
animate those nations against poor Job, and so they
came immediately and did as the Devil directed.

This seems to me to be the first visible appear-
ance of the Devil among the sons of Noah, in the
postdiluvian ages. I will not say his acquaintance
begun here, though if I should suppose it did, I do
not see that I could be contradicted by any au-
thentic vouchers from history. Indeed it was a
plausible occasion enough, for it was apparently a
favour bestowed on the Sabeans and on the Chal-
deans, to give them Job's goods merely for fetching:
and this, for ought we know, may be the reason
that the first magicians that we read of anywhere,
were among those two nations, viz., Chaldeans and
(Arabians) Sabeans; nor can I doubt but that the
Devil having made his acquaintance first here, kept
his hold and interest amongst them upon account
of the good offices he had done them, and perhaps
might do them on many other occasions.

Now, though I would not be positive where there
is the least uncertainty, being mighty cautious (as
I am at present acting in the capacity of an his-
torian) of doing the Devil any wrong or injury; so
I enter my caveat too against an objection here,
viz., that if this be not the first time that any man
gives an account of Satan's appearance, and that this
was not the first of his pranks which he played upon
mankind after the flood, let them show us another
before it, if they can; nay, I believe the Devil him-
self cannot tell us any one time or place, or any
other occasion, on which he ever showed himself,
or perhaps durst show himself, in a visible appear-
ance in the world, I mean after the deluge.

Nor is it easy to be  determined, what  shape.